
Father Capodanno Minutes of February 19, 2018
Roll Call of Officers

Faithful Friar Rev. W.T. Cocco E Faithful Scribe Jim Benner P
Faithful Nav. Charles Garrod P Faithful Inner Sent. Jim Blake P
Faithful Compt. John Batista P Faithful Outer Sent. Harold Hume P
Faithful Capt. Jack McGinley P Faithful 1 Yr. Trustee Giuseppe Mastrangelo P
Faithful Admiral Russ Allen P Faithful 2 Yr. Trustee Larry Magerko P
Faithful Purser Jack Flood P Faithful 3 Yr. Trustee Vacant
Faithful Pilot Paul DeRosa E Color Corps Com. Vacant
Members Present: 20
Reading of the Minutes: 
The minutes were approved as read. 
Report of the Faithful Navigator:

 Introduced new transfer member from Star of the Sea Council, Peter Polo.
 Introduced John Remming who is visiting and is in the process of moving into the

area. 
 Deviated from the meeting to discuss a member’s letter (Letter Attached to 

email). Traditionally assemblies around the state of Delaware get 21 to 22 
members at a meeting no matter what their membership is. Ernie pointed out ‘why
do we have so much money in our treasury’? We really don’t have that much 
money. In the past 5 years the biggest event we have done was the Veteran’s 
Dinner/Dance conducted by our PFN Andy Palumbo. The profits were given to 
the Gary Sinise Foundation. It was not a fundraiser. Our income is dues. We have 
done a Pizza Party at the Veteran’s Home in Milford in the past. The trouble is 
they are only allocated so many days a year for outsiders to come in. There are 
other issues also. Jim Benner stated that Ernie talked about emails, and some not 
receiving them. He has had an issue with emails when at Msgr. Desmond Council 
and Star of the Sea. He has used Comcast, Outlook, and Gmail, all have had 
problems. Emailing the minutes all started when he suggested at Msgr. Desmond 
to send out the minutes by email. He has suggested that people get a Gmail 
account to see if that would solve the issue. He said it was suggest at Star of the 
Sea to maybe go with a paid account. He stated that a few councils and assemblies
put their minutes on their websites. It was approved by the membership to have 
our assembly post our minutes on our website for those who aren’t receiving 
emails. The minutes will still be emailed. (The financial report will not be added 
to the website but will be sent to members by request). The Color Corps 
Commander he purposely didn’t appoint because we are going through a 
troubling time right now with the new uniforms. There are only 3 members of our 
assembly who have purchased the new uniform. When they had the convention 
where it was introduced by Supreme 100% of the clergy voted against the new 
uniforms. Father Tom has said he would not invite the Color Corps into St. Jude 
with the new uniform. A chalice account was formed in the assembly to give to a 
family of a decease member who requested one. We found out through the years 
that if the family didn’t know a priest the chalice ended up in the closet. Then the 
spouse died and the kids wondered what to do with the chalice. So it was decided 
a year or two ago because of the cost of the chalice that we weren’t going to give 



one to a family unless they knew of a priest or seminarian to give it to. In place of 
that we were going to donate $100 to the charity of that family’s choice. Jack 
McGinley also pointed out that 4 or 5 years ago instead of a chalice we were 
going buy vestments for the priests. John Batista pointed out that they do that at 
St. Molua. The cost is about $360. Dave Berilla pointed out that a majority of the 
priests are given a chalice by the family when they are ordained. It was also 
pointed out in his letter why do we give a 3rd report of all the councils. The FN 
stated that we don’t have any newsletter and it is a way to know what the other 
councils are doing. 

 Three times he sent out a survey on the Color Corps asking: Do you want to 
continue; do you have health issues that prevent you from continuing; are there 
any parishes that you want to limit to continue as a Color Corps member; and do 
you have a driving at night issue? He had 3 people who said they weren’t going to
continue and a few said maybe. It bothers him that he didn’t get a response from 
the rest of the people. This why he didn’t push to get a Color Corps Commander 
because we are in a transition point right now.

 There are only 2 signers for our checks now. Because of everyone being so spread
out he thinks we need another one. At our March meeting we will discuss 
something about changing that. 

Reading of Applications:
 The transfer applications for Peter Polo (Star of the Sea & Deacon Edward J. 

Danko (St. Anne’s) were approved by the membership.
Reading of Bills & Communications:

 None.
Report of the Faithful Comptroller:

 Out of 194 dues paying members there 88 members who have not paid their dues. 
There are 206 total members. (Financial Report attached to email.)

Purser’s Report:
 He has filed our IRS form. There was a problem with number he had to file it. He 

reviewed the report filed by Russ Allen and used that number which they 
accepted. He can’t figure out how we got the number that he has. 

Reading of Applications for Membership:
 Approved the transfer application for Robert Oliver. 

New Business:
 Resolution approved by the membership for the bi-annual meeting. (Attached to 

email)
 Andy Palumbo suggested that maybe we can do something together, the 4 

councils, to generate unity, maybe a breakfast, dinner, or whatever. He said it is a 
thought.

Unfinished Business:
 At the previous meeting the FN asked for a $500 donation to St. Jude for use of 

the facilities. He said for years this assembly has faithfully given $500 to St. 
Michael’s Church for the use of that inferior facility. He said it is not that St. Jude
needs this money; it’s only a matter of fairness. John Batista pointed out that at 
the last meeting it seemed like St. Jude was going to be the permanent meeting 
place. If that’s the case, look at your membership at the meetings which is falling 
short. The FN said we left St. Michael’s because we couldn’t stand the odor in the
bathroom. Jack McGinley and John Batista said it was never brought to a vote to 



leave with no discussion. The FN talked to Master Lou Anderson and the FN can 
decide where we are to meet. It does not require a vote. John Batista said but it 
does take a vote to donate the $500. The FN said the $500 donation is on the table
for a vote. John Batista says it does matter where we meet as members of St. 
Molua council have to drive up to 48 miles round trip at night from where we 
meet now.  Giuseppe Mastrangelo made a motion to donate the $500 to St. Jude. 
There was no second so the motion died.

Report of the Third Degree:
 St. Molua Council #4075   – They had their first Lenten Dinner Friday night and 

even in the rain they had 92 people come in. Getting back to what Jack said the 
amount of money donated to the treasury from the sale of the building was 
$80,000.

 Bishop Burke Council #11285   – They are still running the Food for Families 
program where they get they get $500. The lottery is being implemented again. 
All three of the local parishes are in on the lottery. The roadside cleanup has been 
scheduled for April. We have elections coming up in June and we should have a 
nominating committee in place, even here at the assembly. They just finished the 
Free-Throw Contest for the boys and girls. Their Columbiettes because being 
ostracized from the parish are having their Strawberry Festival at St. Jude this 
year. They are going to share their profits with St. Jude.

 Msgr. Desmond Council #13348   – Their Lenten Dinners started on Friday also. 
It’s a huge challenge since the church is being renovated since the hall is set up 
for mass. They have Stations of the Cross at 4 pm an hour before the dinner in the
hall but they managed to have it. Their attendance for dinner was down a lot from 
last year.  

 Star of the Sea #7297   – They are having their first breakfast since the renovation 
of the hall has been completed. There was the Italian Dinner held there by the 
parish last Saturday and there were about 150 people there. They are having an 
Irish Dinner on March 10th. The kitchen wasn’t renovated yet but they are 
planning on putting in a walk-in refrigerator there. The hall was redesigned to 
give it a little more room and a brighter look, with new AC and heating installed. 
Also a new sound system was installed. There is still a big TV screen to be put in 
and other odds and ends. They are having their Poor Man’s Dinners on Friday’s 
during Lent.

Good of the Order: 
Prayer list is available on our website. There is a 3rd degree on Wednesday, March 21st 
at St. Jude starting at 7pm. (A 2nd degree has been scheduled since this meeting at St. 
Edmond Church hall on Monday, March 12th at 7pm.)
50/50 Winner: N/A
Meeting Adjourned @ 8:20 pm
Faithful Scribe: Jim Benner (PFN)
Father Capodanno Assembly
The next meeting will be January 15, 2017
St. Jude the Apostle Church 
PLC 
152 Tulip Drive 
Lewes, DE.

http://fathercapodanno2413.weebly.com/

